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Public asked for input on future of trees in Will County 
 
The public is being asked to provide some guidance on the future of woodlands and forests in Will 
County on Thursday, August 17 from 9 a.m. to noon at the Great Hall at Four Rivers in Channahon.  
 
As part of a cooperative effort with The Conservation Foundation and the Chicago Region Trees 
Initiative, Will County wants to discuss how much of the area’s oak ecosystems should be protected and 
preserved.  
 
Other areas for discussion include how much of the tree canopy is needed to improve air and water 
quality, to reduce flooding, and to improve mental and physical health. A management plan is needed for 
the invasive Buckthorn, which makes up nearly 30 percent of urban forests in the seven collar counties 
surrounding Chicago, before it chokes out beneficial native species.  
 
The benefits of trees are many: Trees absorb carbon dioxide and release oxygen back in the air, helping to 
alleviate atmospheric warming, trees can cool neighborhoods from heat absorbing roads and buildings; 
trees by homes can help conserve energy by reducing air conditioning needs by half; trees provide 
habitats for native creatures; and trees can help increase property values because of their beauty and 
environmental benefits.   
 
This informative discussion is free, but registration is requested by going to the website or email 
mcustic@mortonarb.org with any questions. The Great Hall at Four Rivers is at 25055 W. Walnut Lane 
(off Blackberry Lane, south of Bridge Street) in Channahon.  
  
The Chicago Region Trees Initiative is a collaborative partnership for coordinated action on key issues 
facing trees with support from leading organizations and agencies across the seven county metropolitan 
area working together.  
 
The Conservation Foundation, celebrating its 45th anniversary in 2017, is one of the region’s oldest and 
largest not-for-profit land and watershed conservation organizations. Since it was founded in 1972, TCF 
has helped preserve nearly 33,000 acres of open space, restored and cleaned miles of rivers and streams, 
and educated thousands of kids by engaging them in nature and the outdoors.  
 
Work is focused in DuPage, Kane, Kendall and Will Counties to preserve and restore nature in your 
neighborhood. Find out more at theconservationfoundation.org. 
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